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GORDON-WASCOTT ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Gordon-Wascott Historical Society Oral History Questionnaire Form Number One:

INTERVIEWER REMINDERS:
1. Get the release form signed.
2. Take their picture or ask for one to use, if they are willing.
3. To check the room for noise that may affect sound quality, record a 10-second sound test.
4. Remember to Thank the interviewee at the end.

INTRODUCTION: TURN ON THE RECORDER!

s

The interviewer says:
“Hello, today is (date) “
“My name is (your name) «

“Today I will be interviewing (interviewee's name) ”
“This interview is being conducted at (location of the interview)

“This interview is being done on behalf of the Gordon-Wascott Historical Society in
collaboration with a Wisconsin Humanities Community Powered Fellowship received by
Jim Olmsted to record and remember the history of the Gordon, Wascott, and Dairyland
communities and their people.”

The interviewer asks the interviewee:

“Thank you for agreeing to do this interview today”

“Let’s start with your full name and where and when you were born?”

“Where do you live now?” This does not have to include an address. For example, they
could say Red Lake, or near the Eau Claire River, or west of the Minong Flowage, etc.


http://www.gordonwascotthistoricalsociety.org

SUBJECT’S FAMILY’S TIES TO THE AREA

When did you come to the Gordon-Wascott area or how long has your family been in the
area? And what brought them here?
Where did you live or stay when you first came here, or where did you live if you were
born here?
Who was in your family?
a. Parents
b. Siblings
c. Grandparents names
d. Other family members with area ties
What occupations did your family members have?
What neighbors do you remember?

EARLIEST MEMORIES OF GORDON-WASCOTT, OR DAIRYLAND

What are your earliest memories here?
What was your house like when you were young?
a. Did it have electricity, plumbing, other modern conveniences?
What memories do you have around town?
What stores and businesses do you remember?
a. Do you recall experiences you had at those places?
What was downtown Gordon like?
What was transportation like?
What big celebrations or community events do you remember?
What did you and your friends or family do for fun?
Any other early memories of the area?
Any fishing, hunting, or foraging stories?

SCHOOL QUESTIONS:

What school did you attend?

How many kids were in your class?

What year did you graduate high school?

How many students were there?

Where was it located?

What was the building like?

Do you remember your teachers, and if so, anything specific about them?
Were you in any sports or activities?

What was a typical school day like for you?

What was your experience like? Did you enjoy it? Was it fun, strict, boring, do you have
any specific good or bad memories?



CHURCH QUESTIONS:
e Did you attend a church?
e Which one and where?
e What do you remember most about your experiences at this church and with your church
community?

VETERAN’S QUESTIONS:
WHAT DID YOU DO FOR A CAREER QUESTIONS:

PHILOSOPHICAL:
e How is life different today than back then?
What is one thing that people most take for granted today that you didn’t use to have?
What has the area lost over the years as time has transpired?
What is better about the area now?
What should future generations know about your generation?

GORDON-WASCOTT-DAIRYLAND HISTORICAL POINTS OF INTEREST:
e Then and now: What were your favorite historical sites from this area in the past and
why?
Do they still exist?
In today’s world, what do you think are the most interesting sites around here for people
to visit and learn more about our area’s history?

WORLD EVENTS:

WRAP UP:
e Are there any other memories or stories you would like to share?
e If there is one thing, one memory, one piece of advice that you would like to pass on to
future generations, what would that be?

Thank you for participating in this oral history interview for the Gordon-Wascott
Historical Society. I appreciate your time and dedication to further our understanding of
the history of the Gordon-Wascott-Dairyland community. Please note that you can redact
all or parts of the information you provided today, and that you will receive a copy of the
release and the interview with my contact information in case you have questions or
concerns about the interview today.



